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4hDIMENSION

4thDIMENSION (4D)isaclient-serverdatabasesystemwithanopenarchitecture
andanintegratedapplicationgenerator.4Dfacllitatescooperativedatamanage-
mentacrossmultiplehardwarehostplatforms. The4D ConnectivityKitisageneral
purposetoolbuittonApple’sDataAccessLanguagethatallowssimultaneous
connectionstomultiplehosts;connectionstomultiple DBMSsystemsoneachhost;
connectionstomultipledatabasesforeachDBMSsystem.Multipleasynchronous
sessionscanbeopenedsimultanecuslytoanyofthefolloningDBMSsystems:
DB2,Sybase, Ingres,RDB, Oracle,andinformix. The4DSQL Server,basedon
SybaseDBLibrary,extendstheclientservermetaphorbeyonddatainterchangeto
includedatabasedevelopment. Applicationscantransparentlyaccessandupdate
theSybaseSQL ServerviaTCP/IPorDECnetrunningonVVAX,H-P,SUN,andother
hardware.4DSQL Serverprovidescontroloverthe Sybasedevelopmentenviron-
mentfromwithin4th DIMENSION, reducingthestepsrequiredtodefineand
modify Sybasetables, triggers, storedprocedures,andotherfunctions.
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HostDatabaseAccess

DataAccessLanguage:AConnectivityL anguage

DataAccessLanguage (formery CL/1)isastandardconnectivitylanguagethatlinks
personalcomputerapplicationstohostdata. Basedontheclient/serverarchitec-
ture, DataAccessLanguageincludessoftwarecomponentsthatrunonboth
personalcomputerandhostcomputer platforms, providingsupportforawide
rangeofoperatingsystems, hostdatabase-managementsystemns,andnetwork
connections.
DataAccessLanguagegivesMacintoshusersaccesstodatastoredinrelational
databasesonVAXorIBMsystems.Macintoshapplicationscandirectlyaccessdata
iningres, Oracle, INformix/SQL, SYBASE,andDigital sSRdb/A/MSdatabases,aswell
asinDB2andSQL/DSdatabasesoniBMsystems.

DataAccessLanguageArchitecture

Differenttypesofpersonalcomputerapplications,includingspreadsheets,data-
bases,andwordprocessors,arebecomingavailablewithDataAccessLanguage
compatibilitybuittintothem. Userscantransparentlyaccesshostdatawithout
havingtoswitchtoanewinterface, knowwherethedataresides, orleamthe
intricaciesoftheundertyingtechnologiesinvolvedinbringingremotedatato
thedesktop.
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